
Pre-AP/ELA/Reading/Ms. Evelyn M. Hart-Benavides Name_____________________________________________ 
Rules, Procedures and Important Papers  
  

HELLO and WELCOME to Mrs. Hart’s 8th Grade Pre-AP English and Reading Class! 

Course Name: Pre-AP English AND Reading 
Teacher: Ms. Evelyn Marie Hart-Benavides (email: ehart@houstonisd.org, twitter: ___________________________ 
Room No.:  2407 Conference Block:  1st Period (7:45-8:52 AM) Phone: (713) 845-5650 
 
REQUIRED MATERIALS 
1. 2” binder with dividers (8) (ORGANIZATION IS KEY for SUCCESS in THIS class!) 
2. Notebook paper (Keep your binder FULL!) 
3. Pen AND pencil (BOTH, not one or the other.)  
4. TWO Composition Notebooks (Reading Reflection AND Interactive Journal) 
5. Pack of colored pencils or thin markers 
6. ONE CURRENT magazine, not a catalog (school appropriate) 
7. EXTRA CREDIT = Markers, colors, copy paper, construction paper, hand sanitizer, tissues, etc. (PICK ONE) 
 
COURSE DESCRIPTION 
In this class, you will engage in fun, hands-on activities that build on your prior knowledge and skills in order to strengthen 
your reading and writing.  The goal of this class is to ultimately help YOU become critical readers, writers and thinkers who 
are fully prepared to participate in not only your ELA classes but the rest of your classes as well.  Focusing on vocabulary 
expansion, WE will read extensively in multiple genres and themes from a multitude of authors.  Moreover, WE will become 
familiar with literary forms and terms associated with reading and writing so that we can successfully pass the STAAR.  
Quite simply, improving VOCABULARY, SPELLING, WRITING and READING will lead to IMPROVED EXPRESSION!  This 
is PRE-AP!  Be prepared to WORK TO YOUR HIGHEST POTENTIAL.  We THINK both CRITICALLY and CREATIVELY in 
this class. High expectations with a winning attitude are key. 
 
CLASSROOM RULES 
1. Bring ALL needed materials to class. 
2. Respect and be polite to EVERYONE! 
3. Respect other people’s property. 
4. Listen ATTENTIVELY when someone else is speaking.   
5. Turn in ALL classwork and homework on time.  Respect DEADLINES. 
6. Turn off and put away CELL PHONES.  If I hear your phone (RING or VIBRATE) OR see you using your phone (texting, 

checking the time, etc.), it will be picked up.  Cell phones will be used occasionally for LEARNING.   
7. Adhere to the dress code. 
8. Obey ALL school/district rules. 
9. LEARN.  LEARN.  And LEARN some more! 
10. Have FUN! 

 
COURSE REQUIREMENTS 
Good attendance, promptness and PARTICIPATION are the key to SUCCESS in this course.  Make-up work is allowed 
for absences; however, it is YOUR responsibility to visit the MAKE-UP WORK WALL in the classroom to gather all 
missing assignments.  If you need clarification or help on make-up work, please see me BEFORE or AFTER class.  
You are given TWO days per absence to make up ALL work.  If you fail to turn in make-up work on time, the grades for the 
assignments will automatically become ZEROES.  For your convenience, many assignments will be posted on the Internet 
and can be submitted through email.  
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(cont.) 
 
If you are tardy, you will sign in your NAME, the date, time and REASON for tardiness into the TARDY LOG.  This even 
applies when you are late with a valid excuse.  After THREE (3) unexcused tardies, your parents will be notified.   
 
Please keep in mind that to truly be successful, you must have pride in yourself enough to ALWAYS submit your OWN 
original assignments.  Cheating or plagiarism will NOT be tolerated.  In addition, this class will require: 
 
1. Maintaining an organized and updated binder at all times.  Random binder checks will take place. 
2. Updating your Reading Reflection Journal & Interactive Journal (Composition Books) 
3. Passing various quizzes and assessments, completing essays and being an ACTIVE participant.   
4. Completing numerous PERFORMANCE-BASED assessments (Mini-Projects and Major Projects) 
5. Communicating via a valid (school-related ONLY) twitter account.  There will be assignments, opportunities for extra 

credit, INDEPENDENT READING activities, etc. on the class twitter page (__________________________________).  
Stay up to date!  (If you parent(s) do not give social media permission, please have them contact me through email or a 
letter.) 

 
YOU WILL ALSO participate actively in Independent Read.  You will keep track of your daily readings on your READING 
LOG.  This COUNTS as a GRADE.  It belongs in your binder.  If you are talking, sleeping, wasting time, etc., I will DEDUCT 
points from your Independent Reading grade.  This will be marked on your READING LOG.   
 

GRADING POLICY 
1) Daily Work (Class Work/Group Work)      30% 
2) Quizzes/Assessments (STAAR Practice/Multiple Choice Tests)   30% 
3) Projects/Performance Tasks (Mini-Projects/Major Projects)   30% 
4) Homework         10% 

                                                                                                                                 100% 
If you have ANY questions or comments, need extra help or would just like to make sure you’re on the right track, feel free 
to email me or speak to me before or after class.  I AM ALWAYS HERE TO HELP!  Don’t ever be afraid to ask.  Let’s learn.  
Let’s have FUN!  And let’s make Ortiz MS the best in the district!!! 
__ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ 

Parent & Student Acknowledgement Form 

Parent Signature _________________________________________________ Date ____________________________ 

Parent Email Address _____________________________________________ Parent Phone # ___________________ 

 

Student Signature ________________________________________________ Date ____________________________ 

Student Email Address ____________________________________________ twitter account ___________________ 

Student Birthday _________________________________________________ Favorite Genre ___________________ 

Extracurricular Activities ____________________________________________________________________________ 

ANYTHING I MUST/NEED to know about YOU? 


